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were a country, its economy would be the eleventh largest in the world, just behind 
Canada and ahead of Russia. (See Table 1.2.)

Even as Texas grapples with challenges within its borders arising from its diverse 
and growing population and expansive economy, it also has to deal with competition 
from overseas. While Texans have always relished their independence, the state today 
must work to ensure its place in a growing global economy. Even farmers must look 
overseas as they attempt to cultivate foreign markets for their products while warding 
off foreign competitors.

While the wealthy Texas oil baron or cattle rancher is a familiar image in movies 
and television, Texans fall below the national average on many measures of wealth. 
Compared to the national average, Texans have a lower per capita income ($26,513 
versus $28,555 in 2014), a higher poverty rate (17.2 percent versus 14.8 percent of all 
Americans), and a lower rate of home ownership (62.7 percent versus 64.4 percent). 
While Texas may be a land of great wealth, it is also a land of great need. One study 
found that Texas ranked first or second in income inequality, depending on whether 
you measured inequality between the highest income group and the bottom income 
group or between the highest and middle income groups.38

Thus, the state with a constitution that was authored in the nineteenth century 
by isolated farmers who formed the Grange in order to connect with other farmers 
has become a booming high-tech center with citizens connected to each other and to 
the wider world through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. Visitors arriving 
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  FIGURE 1.3    Religious Traditions in Texas, 2014

Source: Data from UT-Austin/Texas Tribune, Texas Statewide Survey, June 2014, http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.
texastribune.org/media/documents/uttt-jun2014-summary-all.pdf (accessed August 25, 2014), 21.


